
 
 
 

SUGGESTED READING LIST FOR 
THE ANIMAL NURSING ASSISTANT QUALIFICATION  

 
 
 

The list has been compiled by collating data from several Colleges 
currently teaching ANA. It is intended as a guide only and is by no 
means definitive.   

 
 
 
There are four sections -  
 
 
• BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE 
 
• HEALTH, HYGIENE, BASIC NURSING, SAFETY, HUSBANDRY, 

ANIMAL MANAGEMENT & FIRST AID 
 
• FINANCE, VETERINARY RECEPTION AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
• GENERAL 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE 
 
BOOK NAME AUTHOR PUBLISHER ISBN NO 
Anatomy and 
Physiology 

 BSAVA  

Hill’s Atlas of 
Veterinary Clinical 
Anatomy 

 Hills Pet 
Products  

 

Physiology of 
Domestic Animals 

Reece Williams & 
Wilkins 

0683072404 

Millers Anatomy of 
the Dog 

Evans  0721634389 

Principles of Animal 
Physiology 

Wood  0713124547 

GCSE Biology Any   
Illustrated Human and 
Social Biology 

Becket Oxford University 
Press 

0190140650 

Biology and 
Medicine of rabbits 
and Rodents 

Harkness & 
Wagner 

Lea & Febiger 0812111761 

Colour Atlas of Avian 
Anatomy 

McLelland  0723415757 

Cardiology for 
Veterinary Nurses 

 BVNA  

 
 



HEALTH, HYGIENE, BASIC NURSING AND SAFETY 
HUSBANDRY, ANIMAL MANAGEMENT AND FIRST AID 

 
BOOK NAME AUTHOR PUBLISHER ISBN NO 
Jone’s Animal Nursing 
5th ed 

ed. Lane Pergamon 0080361579 

Veterinary Nursing ed. Lane and 
Cooper 

Butterworth 
Heinemann 

0750639997 

Practical Veterinary 
Nursing 

ed. Simpson BSAVA 0905214277 

Small Animal care and  
Management 

Warren Delmar  

Small Mammal Care Alderton   
Bandaging for 
Veterinary Nurses 

 BVNA/S & 
Nephew 

 
 

Ask the Vet-Exotic Pets Williams Lifelearn 0953288900 
Manual of Exotic Pets ed. Benyon & 

Cooper 
BSAVA 0905214153 

Manual of Reptiles ed. Benyon 
Cooper & 
Lawton 

BSAVA 0905214196 

Manual of Ornamental 
Fish  

ed. Butcher BSAVA 0905214188 

Manual of Raptors, 
Pigeons & Waterfowl 

ed. Forbes BSAVA 0905214293 

Manual of Parrots, 
Budgerigars & other 
Psittacine Birds 

ed. Price BSAVA 0905214072 

Biology & Medicine of 
Rabbits and Rodents 

Harkness & 
Wagner 

Lea & Febiger 0812111761 

Aids to Nursing Small 
Mammals and Birds 

Heath Balliere Tindall 0702006556 

Veterinary Surgical 
Instruments 

College of 
Animal Welfare 

Butterworth 
Heinemann 

 

Exotic Companion 
Medicine Book 

  0963699644 

Exotic Species Cooper & 
Sainsbury 

 0723417873 

Small Pet Handbook  Collins 0004129830 
St Tiggywinkles 
Wildcare Handbook 

  0701137754 

Nursing Calculations Gatford & 
Anderson 

  

Veterinary Parasitology Urquhart, Armour, 
Duncan, Dunn & 
Jennings 

Blackwell 
Science 

 

Fit For Tomorrow- 
A guide to teaching 
health & safety 

Meed, Rosetti & 
Johnstone 

Potten, Baber & 
Murray 

1900910462 



 

BOOK NAME AUTHOR PUBLISHER ISBN NO 
Occupational Zoonoses  DOE  
Dog Breed Book Any    
Cat Breed Book Any     
Practical Animal 
Handling 

Anderson & 
Edney 

Pergamon  

Illustrated Veterinary 
Guide 

Pinney  0070501793 

You and Your Pet Bird Alderton  0751310574 
Companion Animals in 
Society 

CSS Oxford University 
Press 

0198576978 

RSPCA Complete Dog 
Training Manual 

  0751300756 

Dogs Alderton  0751310069 
A Birdkeepers Guide 
to… 
Softbills 
Parakeets 
Parrots & Macaws 
Finches 
Cockatiels & Budgies 
Breeding Birds  

Alderton    
 
0861012771 
0861014375 
0861014561 
0861013476 
0861019237 
0861013646 

Wildlife Crime- A Guide 
to Law Enforcement in 
the UK 

 DOE 0117533173 

All About Chinchillas Zeinert  0866227954 
All Breed Dog 
Grooming 

  0866229256 

Stone Guide to Dog 
Grooming 

  0876054033 

Complete Guide to 
Hamsters 

Roberts  0866223665 

Complete Guide to 
Guinea Pigs 

Elward  0866223665 

Gerbils- A Complete 
introduction 

Ostrow  0866222995 

Animal Law- a concise 
guide to the law relating 
to animals 

Sandys-Winsch  0721908012 

Keeping Reptiles and 
Amphibians 

Krottlinger  0866225161 

Law Relating to Animals Brooman & 
Legge 

Cavendish  

Rodent & Rabbit 
Medicine 

Laber-Laird, 
Swindle & 
Flecknell 

Pergamon 0080425046 

 



FINANCE, VETERINARY RECEPTION AND ADMINISTRATION 
 

BOOK NAME AUTHOR PUBLISHER ISBN NO 
Guide to Veterinary 
Medical Terminology 

Cochran American 
Veterinary 
Publishers 

 

Learning Veterinary 
Terminology 

McBride Mosby 0815159609 

Reception Manual  BSAVA  
GNVQ Business 
Intermediate and 
Advanced 

Danks   

Business- A Students 
Guide 

Evans   

Business Studies   Needham & 
Dransfield 

  

The Perfect CV Jackson & 
Jackson 

  

GCSE Mathematics Any   
GCSE English Any   
Application of 
Number 

G Davis and G 
Hicks 

Pearson 
Education 

0582319242 

Dictionary of 
Grammar 

Any   

Veterinary Practice 
Management 

 Blackwell 
Science 

0632041293 

 



GENERAL 
 

BOOK NAME AUTHOR PUBLISHER ISBN NO 
Pre Veterinary 
Nursing Textbook 

Edited by J 
Masters & C 
Bowden 

BVNA/ 
Butterworth 
Heinemann 

0750646942 

Concise Veterinary 
Dictionary 

ed. Hine Oxford University 
Press 

0198542089 

Comprehensive 
Veterinary Dictionary 

Blood & Studdert Balliere Tindall 0702013951 

Blacks Veterinary 
Dictionary 

ed. West A&C Black 0713626801 

Dictionary of 
Veterinary Nursing 

Lane & Guthrie Butterworth 
Heinemann 

0750636157 

Doglopaedia Evans & White Henston 1850540969 
Catlopaedia Evans & White Henston 1850541132 
Veterinary Notes for 
Dog Owners  

Turner Random 0091738172 

Veterinary Notes for 
Cat Owners 

Turner Random 0091751039 

 
Veterinary Nursing Journal 
Practice Nurse Magazine 
Dogs Today Magazine 
Kennel & Cattery Management Magazine 
Animal Nursing Assistant MCQ Booklet (ABC/BVNA) 
GDBA Whelping Video 

 


